
 
 
 
 
 

Our mission is to welcome everyone to God’s House of Worship in the Heart of 
Bethel. We are committed to active spirituality, Bible-based learning applied to 

everyday life, and service to our brothers and sisters in communities near and far. 

The Heart Beat 
141 Greenwood Avenue, Bethel, CT  06801 Office 203.743.6835 

www.bethelmethodist.net            email:  bmethodistchurch@snet.net 
 

                       Weekly Illuminations and Inspirations                                         January 29, 2012 

 

Church Person of the Week 
Thank you to Dave and Carol Morey for hosting 

our annual Adult Social. Everyone had a 

wonderful time. 

 

Readers:        8:30am  Peter Eckert 

                      10:00am Louise Lampe 

                      10:00am Tom Wolff 

Counters:      Ed and Karen Harsche 

Greeters:      The Albin Family 

Acolyte:        Isabelle Beers 

Ushers:          Debbie Albin, Paul Young, Tammy 

Esposito, Leona Clark 

Coffee:        Alice Hurd 

Flowers:        

For the convenience of those who wish to 

cleanse their hands after exchanging signs of 

peace and before handling the communion 

elements, there are alcohol gel pumps 

available. 

Lost and Found – please check the rack near 

the side entry. 

If you would like to receive the prayer list, or 

add someone, please contact Holly Williams at 

HKTM143@aol.com 

 

This Week’s BUMC Calendar 

Today:     Adult Sunday School 8:30-9:30am 

                 Worship Service 8:30am & 10:00am 

                 Both Youth Groups  

Monday: Men’s Bible Study 7:30pm 

Tuesday:   

Wednesday:FUSION Kid’s Club 3:30pm-5:30pm 

                  Cherub Choir 5:00pm-5:30pm 

Thursday:  Handbell Choir 6:00-7:00pm 

                   Choir 7:30pm 

Friday:       

Saturday:  

Sunday:   Worship Service 8:30am & 10:00am 

                  Adult Sunday School 8:30-9:30am 

                  Pulled Pork Pickup  

                  No Youth Groups 

                      Coming Events  

ASP Dance                                        2/25 

UMW Ladies Lunch                          3/10   

Spring Fling                                        3/31    

         

Quotes 
“To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children… to leave 
the world a better place…to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived.  This is to have 
succeeded.”       - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
 

Youth Groups 

 

Both Youth Groups will meet tonight.   

 

 

Annual ASP Dance 

 

 

 

The Annual ASP Dinner Dance will be held again at Anthony’s Lake Club, in Danbury on FEB 25th from 

7PM-12 Midnight. Tickets are $45.00 per person and include a delicious buffet dinner, dancing, silent 

auction and raffles/door prizes. Please contact Chuck or Laura Murad (203-798-0428) to purchase 

your tickets and/or reserve your table today! 

 

Looking for addresses of College Kids 

 

Attention all parents with kids in college! Fusion Kids Club is working on a surprise for our 

college students.  If you would like your children to be included please email their address to 

pdotm@comcast.net or drop it off in the office. Thank you! 
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Children’s Choir 

 

  Children's Choir will meet at the end of FUSION Kids' Club on Wednesdays from 5:00-5:30. 

 Songs will tie in with lessons and activities presented during FUSION time.  Elementary and middle-

school-aged children with the maturity and patience to sit through a 30-minute choir rehearsal are 

welcome to attend!  Contact Todd Gorski, Music Director, for more information at 

music.bumc@gmail.com or 203.743.6835.  

 

Handbell Choir 

 

The Handbell Choir is back to rehearsing regularly!  Rehearsals are held on Thursday 

evenings from 6:00-7:00 in the balcony of the sanctuary.  We are looking for more handbell ringers. 

 No experience is needed.  Please contact Todd Gorski, Music Director, at 203-743-6835 or 

music.bumc@gmail.com for more information.   
 

Inexpensive Used Car Needed 

 

      Recently my car was hit and totally destroyed by an uninsured driver.  Church members have 

been great about giving me rides but I need a car.  If you have an inexpensive used car you 

would like to sell me, or knows of someone who does please call me (Karen Springer) at 203-730-

0640.   

 

BUMC fund raising calendar 

 

The BUMC fund raising calendar of events has been set for 2012. If you would like a copy 

please see Alice Mayer ( fund raising comm. chair). All fundraising activities must go through the 

committee to get on the calendar. If you are an individual with a fund raising idea and would like 

to chair a project, please see Alice (203-748-2774). Thank you. 

 
The Giving Gifts for Christ program 

 

The Giving Gifts for Christ program is a year round program where you can make a 

donation of an item  needed by the church. It can be in honor or memory of someone. You will be 

acknowledged in the Heartbeat unless you prefer not to be. Please check out the poster in 

Mitchell Hall for a complete list. Below is a sample of some of the items needed at this time: 

 

 1 case of Sterno                                       for Pasta dinners 

 Costco gift cards                                     for Pasta dinners 

 Bethel Food gift cards                             for Pasta dinners           

 

Any questions –please see Alice Mayer(203-748-2774) or Jo Ann Diotte (860-355-9639) 

 

 Adult Sunday School 

 

Last Wednesday I observed a group of young people at our Fusion/After School session 

make and fly paper airplanes.   They had a wonderful time.   Some were old hands at it others just 

starting out.  The planes had various success rates as to how far and how long they flew.  The kids 

had a great time.  When was the last time you made and flew a paper airplane?  If you haven’t in 

a while I suggest you do so.  Observe how long and far it flies.  How we put our effort into our 

airplane determines the end result.  In the same way our missions into the world fly.   We are all 

paper airplane pilots and we are all disciples sending our airplanes/ourselves into the world.   

In our next adult Sunday school  study, we will read, react, go, do and report back as we read 

Change the World, Recovering the Message and Mission of Jesus by Mike Slaughter.   My mission is 

to spark every one of you to be a paper airplane pilot sending change into the world. 

 

We start on Sunday, January 29th at 8:30 a.m. in Wesley Lounge.  I hope to see all of you at 

every session or just the ones you can make.  -Blessings, Fern Blair 
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Fusion Kid’s Club News 

 

What does FUSION mean??  Fusion was the name picked for our Kids Club because our 

mission is to blend Christian Education and service to the community with FUN!   The club decided 

to define it further with the acronym - Friends United, Serving in One Name.  Christian Education, 

service and fun in Jesus' name; that is what Fusion Kids Club is all about.  Children grades 2-6 are 

invited to join us on Wednesday afternoons after school - 5:30pm.  We also invite anyone from the 

congregation to stop in and see us!  

 

2/1 Football Day-  we will be having a pre-game tailgating party 

2/8 Valentine's Party 

2/15 Lenten Fair prep 

2/22 Ash Wednesday-  Rev. Vicky will be talking with us about Ash Wednesday 

and Lent and we will be making soup. 

Sunday 2/26 Lenten Fair after worship 

 

Ash Wednesday 

The FUSION kids club will be making soup on Ash Wednesday (2/22) to share with the congregation 

before worship at 7:30.  We hope you will be able to join us at 6pm for soup and 7:30pm for 

worship.       

 

A Lenten Fair 

Sunday 2/26 the FUSION kids club will be presenting a Lenten Fair to the congregation 

during coffee hour.   There will be a lot of great information about Lent as well as some food and 

crafts. Morning Star Bookstore will also be here with books, CD's and other merchandise available 

for you to purchase.  We hope you will join us to learn a little bit about Lent and to reflect on the 

meaning of this season.                                                         

 
 

Bethel Women’s Club 

 

Dear Colleen: 

 

On behalf of the Bethel Women’s Club, thank you and your entire congregation for allowing us to 

hold our “Stuff-a-Van” outside your church during your November pasta dinner.  This event was 

held in conjunction with our fifth annual “Community Drive for Veterans” to collect donations to 

support our veterans who have fought for our freedom throughout the years. 

 

We collected over $4,700 in merchandise and monetary donations.  These donations allowed club 

members to sort, buy, wrap and distribute Christmas gifts to the Rocky Hill Veterans Home and The 

Vet House in Danbury, a local home for homeless veterans.  Please feel free to check out the 

Bethel Women’s Club Facebook page for various photos of our club in action. 

 

Thank you again. Our drive would not have been such a success without your support and we look 

forward to working with you again during this annual drive. 

 

      Very Truly Yours, 

      Elaine McCormack, Chairman 

      Support Our Veterans Committee 

 

BUMC Youth and Relay! 

 

 Calling all BUMC Youth! It’s Relay season again, and that means the return of our two BUMC 

Relay for Life Teams!  This year, we are planning a lot of great fundraisers to help the fight against 

cancer!  But we can’t do it without your help!  Our two Relay teams are generally for ages 13 and 

up but if your child is interested in participating, or if you are interested in starting a youth team, 

feel free to attend our meeting.  Relay for Life 2012 is on Saturday June 9th, at a location to be 

announced.  If you have any questions, please contact Katie Struth or Paul Rodgers.  

 

Carpenter 

 

          Desperately seeking someone with carpenter experience! I am looking for someone to make 

my deck more easily accessible for the handicapped. I am willing to pay or make a donation to 

the church. If you can help me please call Catherine at 203-809-3082.  



 

 

Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  
That saved a wretch like me.  

I once was lost, but now am found,  
Was blind, but now I see… 

--John Newton, 1725-1807 

Who:  All Senior High students and adults 

What:  Viewing and discussion of the movie Amazing Grace 

When:  Sunday, February 26
th

 5:30 pm 

Where:  Wesley Lounge (Johnson Building) 

With:  $5.00 for pizza – please e-mail Espo (espo@bethelmethodist.net) or Linda Poole 

(ldpoole@gmail.com)  with questions and if you are planning on attending! 

 

Spring Fling 
 

                                   March 31, 2012         6:00- 8:30 p.m. 

 

The 5th annual “Spring Fling” Silent Bid Auction is planned to benefit 

the church general fund ( operating expenses). This is one of our big fundraisers  

of the year and we need your help. 

We are asking that each family donate one silent bid item 

 (similar to the fair’s silent bid items). It can be a basket of goodies,  

a Christmas gift you couldn’t use, any new item, an antique, a service 

 ( babysitting, housecleaning, yard work, driving, meals, food,  

gardening etc.), a handmade item, a flower arrangement, large 

 potted plants, toys, games, or an expensive item (eg. Coach or D&B purses) 

 that is only slightly used.  

Our goal is to have at least 100 items to sell. 

 

We will not be soliciting the businesses again unless you know of one  

who didn’t participate in November. 

 

Please write up a description of the item (or items) you are donating and the starting bid  and give 

it to Alice Mayer. We need to know the items ahead of time for the bid sheets. Thanks. 

 

Any questions : Alice @ 748-2774 or amayer@snet.net 

 

 

 

                                          BUMC Spring Fling      3/31/12 

                                           Silent Bid Donation Form     

Item/ Description:   

    

    

Starting Bid:   

Donated by:   

Unsold items: please circle one:   

           return to donator   

          donate to next tag sale   

 

We will be collecting the items on Sat. morning 3/31. If you can’t bring your item on that day, let 

me know and we’ll arrange to get it before. 

 

Also let me know if you can provide a dessert for the event  

We will also need to borrow some card tables for the evening. Thanks. 
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BBQ PULLED PORK SANDWICH & COLESLAW FOR SUPER BOWL 
SUNDAY! – February 5th 
TO BENEFIT: The Music Fund 
 

PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY FOR BBQ PULLED 
PORK, ROLLS AND COLESLAW FOR SUPER BOWL SUNDAY!! 
To prevent soggy sandwiches, pork and rolls will be provided separately along 
with a container of coleslaw. 
 

  $6 per SANDWICH OR  5 SANDWICHES for  $25!!  
 

ORDERS WILL BE ASSEMBLED AND AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP ON 
SUPER BOWL SUNDAY, February 5Th IN MITCHELL HALL AFTER 10:00 am 
SERVICE!! 
 
NAME_______________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE_________________________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OF SANDWICH FIXINS’_____________________________ 
 
~Please include check payable to BUMC Music Fund or cash w/order to Cheryl 
~Order deadline Sunday, January 29, 2012 
~Any questions, contact Nancy Temple 203 426-8838   

 

Announcing: Family Worship Sundays 

 

BUMC is so happy to introduce to you a dedicated day each month when you can worship 

with your whole family at the 10:00 service.   Family Worship Sundays will be the 3rd Sunday of each 

month.  February 19th will be our first one.   

 

Our children are receiving a great deal of knowledge from their Sunday School teachers 

(thanks to so many volunteers).  They are learning to understand the bible stories and related them 

to their lives.  They are forming strong friendships with their peers.   To complement this important 

education, learning the importance of worship is something we can provide them.  

 

This program seeks to introduce children and families to the idea of worshiping and serving 

together with their church family.  With a few small adjustments, this service will be exactly what we 

all need to provide nourishing worship to everyone in the church!  It's important for children to 

understand what the church service is all about and feel connected to the structure and beauty 

of our church services.  The example of singing, praying and listening together with the adults will 

provide a wonderful example to them.  Young adults will have the opportunity to serve as ushers 

and readers, and the young kids will look up to them and seek to be like them as they grow older 

and have the opportunity to serve. 

 

Most importantly, we want to show the children that they are valued members of our 

church family, that they are welcomed in the sanctuary and as part of our worship. 

 

We believe that this program will provide: 

 Opportunities for families to worship together, strengthening the connection for 

children between loving and following God, and worshiping with their family in a 

more structured environment. 

 Supplemental learning for the children. This will support and compliment the strong 

Sunday School lessons they already get. 

 Better connection with our church family!  We have a strong sense of family here at 

BUMC and the kids feel that. Worshiping together will strengthen that bond  And, it 

will make folks feel like they know each other better. 

 Teaching children they belong in service – this will carry through their teen and young 

adult years.  They will keep coming back to where they know they belong. 

 

We are very much looking forward to this opportunity.   If you have any comments or questions, 

please let us know.  ~ BUMC Education Committee 
 



 

Nursery Notes 

 

Our Nursery is generally open by 9:50am for the 10am service and is available for children 

under 3 (or not yet in our Sunday School program).  We also provide a comfortable place for you 

to nurse your baby should you need it. 

 

We provide more than just playtime for the children in the Nursery.  We encourage simple 

prayers, especially at snack times.  We encourage kindness and sharing, and a connection to their 

“church family”.  We have many age appropriate bible stories we read and music we listen to.  

Our hope is that the Nursery is a successful first stop on their faith journey here at BUMC. 

 

As you are probably aware, we have regular Sunday School Teachers in our Nursery each 

week.  We are always, however, looking for assistants to help nurture the smallest members of our 

congregation.  If you can spare a Sunday, please contact Ann McLellan or stop by the Church 

Office to sign up. 

 

A review of Nursery procedures is long overdue, so here are some basics.  As always, if you 

have questions about the nursery we are always available to answer them or provide you with a 

tour. 

 

Remember: 

1. Always sign your child in and let the teacher(s) know where in the Sanctuary you are 

sitting in case we need you.  Also, let us know of any allergies or concerns you have. If 

you are new to us, a registration form is available for you to fill out. 

2. We have a 10 minute crying rule.  If, for some reason, we cannot calm your child, we will 

come get you.  We understand that all children go through some separation anxiety, so 

please talk to us about strategies to help your child become more comfortable here. 

3. Especially in the winter months, we have a No Shoes policy in the Nursery.  The floor is 

where we play and learn, so let’s keep it clean! 

4. We provide goldfish and water in cups/sippy cups.  If your child needs a bottle or other 

snack, please feel free to provide it.  We try to keep our nursery clear of nuts or nut 

products. 

5. If your child is sick, please keep them at home. They will be missed, so please reassure 

them that their church family will be happy to see them when they are well. Germs from 

coughing, sneezing and runny noses spread quickly with so much hands-on play.  Your 

child should be: 

 24 hours free of fever, vomiting, diarrhea. 

 24 hours of antibiotics for ear infections, strep throat or other infections (check 

with your doctor) 

 24 hours on drops for pink eye/conjunctivitis 

 Free of excessive coughing, runny nose and sneezing 

 Free of unidentified rashes 

 

"Train up the children in the way they should go; even when they are old they will not depart 

from it ."   Proverbs 22:6  
 

United Methodist Women News 
  

Thanks to the generosity of our Menôs Bible Study, we were able to have our UMW meeting in the 
Wesley Lounge which was a perfect location for a guest speaker. Our speaker was Joan Finn who helped 
us understand the way the mission, Off the Streets, works.  Our church has been contributing to this mission 
since it began last September.   Delicious refreshments were served.  In spite of the heavy rain, we had a 
good turnout for relaxation and camaraderie.  If you want to read about the mission, Google, Mike Oles Off 
the Streets in the News-Times.  We were so pleased to have Janice Utsogn join us for the event! 
 

Our next Soup/Bake Sale will be on February 5, which is coming up very soon!  It is Superbowl 
Sunday so you can buy some soup and treats to go with your pulled pork sub. 
 

Our next meeting will  be on February 27, 2012 at 6:30.  It will be a Meatball Grinder Supper which 
will include a Cup Social where you bring a few items you have but donôt want to keep.  For a dollar, you 
buy some tickets and put the tickets into a cup in front of an item you are willing to have.  All women of the 
church are encouraged to attend.  Just come and enjoy the evening with friends. 
 

As a ñsave the dateò event, the UMW will hold its annual Ladies Lunch on March 10 at 12:30 p.m.  I 
went to check in with Plain Janeôs and had a good talk with the new owner.   He gave me a $40.00 gift 
certificate for use at the Sweetheart Dance where I believe there will be some door prizes. 
 
 


